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DeVelop your Riding with Pecall

This is a bi-monthly newsletter issued free of chargeembers of The Peterborough Advanced Motorcyclists Guparitable group
affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists, Group.R249. The content does not necessarily reflect theigmhnd aims of either the
IAM or PECAM .



June 2010 Trip to Belgium
When | first suggested a trip to mainland Europe, in this case Belgium
Germany | couldn't believe the
response. It was at one of our
social evenings in 2009 that |
first sowed the seed, thinking |
would have to really market
this trip, within 15min | had
enough names to fill the ac-
commodation. The trip was
on and what a trip it turned out
to be. Initially there were 5 of
us but one had to pull out at
the last minute which left
Jimmy (I have camera tripod
in my pocket) Duff, Mike
(Encyclopedia) Frith, Steve (chin strap) Hodgson and me ( I'm sure the
a name for me but | don't like to ask). I'll now hand over to Mike.

Ron

Wed 2 June

Jimmy and | set off early from Stamford determined to be early, if notdirst

arrive. After filling up at Tesco’s still 30 mins early we pulled irite tar

park to be dazzled by this shining, gleaming, sunlit apparition which of
course was Ron’s bike. Steve arrived moments later and with ud afi ful
fuel we set off. The average speed cameras on the A14 were a small

y have

chal-

lenge helped out by the overtaking lorries, M11, M25 and some serious filter-

ing past less than cooperative drivers and toll-free passage to reslliygns
off and it was Maidstone services
for more fuel. The journey was
most remembered for one of the
parties autovox and roger beep g

ing off every 30 seconds, cured at

the service centre by the simple €
pedient of the off switch. The
Eurotunnel was running smoothly
and before you can say Jacques
Robinson, La Belle France arriveg

D-

X-




The highlight of the run to Ypers/
lepers (take your pick of the
spelling) was turning off 20
metres before a total traffic jam.
Result!

The hotel was great, parking was
a challenge with a chalk like dust
on very smooth concrete and the
stairs of polished marble sans rail
would have sent the EIf and
Safety gnomes into apoplexy.

Wash and brush up and out to

eat, very collegial. We all had Belgian stew and tasty and filling# two.

Ron then led us to the Menim Gate to witness the Last Post Ceremony, which

was a quite moving and thought provoking ceremony, which has taken place
every day for over 90
years. A few beers and bed
saw the end to a sun filled
and interesting day.

Thurs 3 June

Continental breakfast, I'm

missing the bacon already,

and we’'re off. Just to let

the cars know we are Brits

we go round the first

roundabout the wrong

way. | think they under-

stood although they have

not quite got the finger
gestures sussed. A really interesting ride on a great mix of roads nuctute
which even my schoolboy French said was “closed” but hey, we can cope with
a few road works as we progressed serenely on our way. Small problem with
the Belgians not knowing how to spell their village names correctly bug thos
cunning foreigners can’t fool Englishmen for long, well maybe sometithes!!
We arrive at our base for the trip, to be greeted by Neil with a particulal-
come cold beer. I'm not sure the first touched the sides. Unpack in our sepa-
rate rooms, shower, shorts and tee shirt, Beer, Lasagne, Beer, watch the TT
practice and bed. Knackered, sleep like I've take 2 mogodon.
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Fri 4" June

After breakfast we're off on
a ride led by Neil to Bas-
togne, a splendid monument
to the US forces which some
of us climbed to the top of
whilst one of our foursome
spent the time sunning him-
self and chatting to Neil's
wife, Anne. Trip continued
through Luxembourg, a stop
for lunch and then a ride on
some wonderful roads to a
Police Motorcycle road-
block. The handsome

amongst us got the pretty police woman who had the remarkable skill ofgeadi

dinner beer and bed.

Sat 8" June

English upside down I'm not
convinced she had any idea
what she was looking at but an
interview with Luxembourg
radio followed. I'm not sure
what any listeners might have
made of it. We then followed a
posse of police motorcyclists
for some miles at a steady pace.
Once free of the constraints we
then had a demonstration of
how fast Neil could ride his
GSXR 1000 which pleased him
at least. Back home for a bike
wash session led by Ron and

Same as yesterday. Breakfast, beautiful weather and off on what twt® be
the best riding day of my short riding career. Roads that you only see in movies
| finally twigged | was riding on the right but looking round bends as if | was



riding at home made a

significant difference,

no more running wide

on right-handers. |

don't know how Ron

found the roads to plan

the trip, hours on

Google earth | expect

but what a day. Each

restart was the same

which meant a 50yd

ride and then a stop for

Steve “Chinstrap”

Hodgson. Our outward

destination was Cochem, a beautiful Spa Town on the Mosel which is obvi-
ously a biker haven. A splendid lunch was followed by me being misled by
Tiger Jim into a compulsory Curry Wurst, delicious.

The ride back was as engrossing as the ride out past the Nurburg Ring and
then down a road which
contained another sign
warning of road closure
only this time the word
“Absolutemon” was
added but hey we had
done this before. The
road gradually got worse
but still passable with
care when in the distance
a cloud of dust appeared
with a deep heavy noise.
Just as | was thinking
that Von Mantueffe’s
Panzers had got lost re-

treating from Bastonge, a dozen or more Harleys appeared out of the dust

with much shouting in German which was impossible to understand so on we
pressed. About 100 metres further we arrived at a significant baryemde
which lay 400 metres of rock boulders ranging from 4 to 8 inches in diame-
ter and no path through at all. Off set Ron picking his way through and so we
had to follow. The next 10 mins was an experience | will never forget
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with buttocks so tightly clenched it was like sitting on a ridge. As we stbppe

at the end all safely through, the laughing and joking started. You know the
sort of laughter that only comes after you
have been terrified. We had convinced
ourselves that The Harleys had come
through so we could. With hindsight |
think they had turned round and were
advising us to do the same but we are
Brits, what do we know about being sen-
sible. The only problem caused was a
puncture in Steve’s rear tyre which we
discovered whilst undergoing our com-
pulsory bike washing lesson on our re-
turn. Last night Barbecue and beer and
bed 4 very tired but contented men. What
a day! I will be eternally grateful to Ron
for all the work he has put into this trip
not just today but the whole experience.

Sun &' June (D Day)

OK so we’re going in the reverse direction. The weather is still ibalauit
the forecast for Northern France and England isn’'t good so we all set off in
waterproofs. What

a good idea! The

first 60 miles or so

across country was

warm and sunny.

Then we hit the

main road and just

around Mons the

heavens opened,

more like a mon-

soon than rain. The

rooster tail from

Tiger Jim is higher

than his head but

still the cars are

doing 80 but we



press on riding very carefully and eventually arrive at Calats avdouple

of chinstrap stops on the way. Eurotunnel, Maidstone for fuel and shortly
the Black Knight leaves us to recce some points for his round Britain Rally
M11 and the rain starts again. Thunderstorms and a deluge but we all arrive
home safe and sound,

What a trip! What an experience! So many good memories, great company,
great roads and except for the journey home, great weather, but even that has
a plus as Steve said no flies left on his windscreen for the first timeon th

trip so the rest of us had wasted our time at Ron’s cleaning class.

Mike Frith

PECAM GROUP RIDE TO YORKSHIRE

Accommodation has been booked for Aug 13-14 Skipton
weekend away. I've booked 8 rooms, we will leave Hampton at
10am on the 13th and take a nice route to our base. On the Sat
there will be a ride out, leaving for home on the Sunday. Again
I will try and make it a nice route. Rooms are £55 per night B&B
and | will book the evening meals in their restaurant for about
7.30pm as a group sitting. Get in touch with me for more Info
and available rooms.

Ron



Forthcoming events for your diary

Following the recent successful Hog Roast at The Admiral Wells
we are going to repeat the event on

Tuesday 21st September

at

7.30 p.m.

at

the Admiral Wells, Holme

Also booked is

w

.

Friday 10th December

for the

Pecam Christmas Dinner

We will also publish the names of the guest speakers and
events for later in the year soon.



c

RIDE OUT WEEKENDS OPEN TO ALL FULL MEMBERS

Hi Everybody,

| am looking at putting together 2 separate weekend trips
for this year with a one night stay over in a biker friendly B&B or small
hotel, | have a list of accommodation.

The first weekend would start on the Saturday morning leaving Hamp-
ton at 9 am and would be covering up to 250mls getting there. | would
make the route as interesting as | can and would book our evening
meal in advance. Pillions would be very welcome. The groups would
be 6 bikes Max if there's enough interest | would make up 2 groups
and arrange another ride leader.

The second weekend would be to a very advanced level of riding and
there will be one group with a limit of 5 Bikes only. You will need to be
assessed before being allowed on this trip.

If you are interested in any of the above | need to know ASAP | can
then firm up some dates.

E-mail or phone me (see back page).

You will have to pay up front for these trips.
Dates that | have free are

Aug 14-15 Aug 28-29 Sept 25-26 Oct 16-17

Ron Coleman

PS

| will be putting a trip together for June of 2011 to France which has
to be booked by Oct, details will follow. If you like the sound of this
speak to me.



Club Runs

Summer Program

The first ride out of each month, held on the second Sunday, during
April to October, which has become known as “the long ride”, i.e.
150/250 miles plus will be split into two groups depending on how
many turn up. The first group will be a more progressive ride only
open to full members. The second group will be lead by a full member
but at a more relaxed pace for associates and full members. The des-
tination will be the same however.

The second ride of the month, held every fourth Sunday, will be a
shorter distance, 40/100 miles max. This will be open to full members,
associates, friends and invited guests. Again depending on how many
turn up the group could be split up, but there will be no progressive or
slower group. Again the destination will be the same for both groups.
Any rider that has not passed their IAM test will be placed behind a full
member, in doing so they will be able to learn from their experience
and see how becoming a full member and acquiring the road craft
skills can improve your ride. “You will not be lectured about your rid-
ing, but please don'’t be afraid to ask any questions or advise from a
full member”.

Runs will leave Tesco’s at Hampton at 9.30am sharp

Winter Program

During the winter months ( Nov to Mar) the long run will be reduced in
length similar to the 4th Sunday ride. With the expectation of fewer
riders, it may not be necessary to split the group.

Observer Runs

Every month there will be an Observer ride only. This will be at a
higher level of riding that all Observers would find well within their ca-
pabilities, these rides will be used to fine tune riding skills and debate
will be encouraged. This will be introduced in 2010 with information
and dates to follow

Ron Coleman
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One hour per month would help

Rendezvous

Social Rides Social Evening
2nd & 4th Sundays 3rd Tuesday 7:30pm

09:00 for 09.30 exit

The Admiral Wells
Tesco Superstore Holme
(Car park A Zone F)
Hampton, Peterborough
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Name Role Phone E-Mail

Colin Hall Chair Colin@pecam.org
Duncan Bishop Treasurer Duncan@pecam.org
Trevor Gallivan Group Secretary Trev@pecam.org
Mike Dawson  Membership Secretary Mike@pecam.org
Brian Wingrove Skills Coordinator Brian@pecam.org
Andy McManus Press &Publicity Andy@pecam.org
Ron Coleman  Ride Out Coordination Ron@pecam.org
Cindy Boyden Committee Cindy@pecam.org
Michael Frith  Committee Michael@pecam.orf

Congratulations

Pecam would like to extend a very warm
welcome to

Stephen MartinAdam Geldman
Andrew Ramshaw and Peter Nunt

With congratulations to
Chris Nel

Observer Steve Taylor ‘.

On passing his test

And many congratulations to C/\/; Cij\c
Rocket Ron Coleman WCo_ 3

on becoming a Senior Observer

(Please bear in mind that Observer time is voluntarily given. May we suggest
that you offer a £10 contribution toward their running costs?)
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