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Pecam would like to extend a warm welcome to...........

David Roxburgh
David Thorburn

Chris Nel

Martin Lomax
Sheila Pemberton
Susan Mitchell
Perry Whitaker

And a big black mark for our Membership Secre;
tary who overlooked Peter Keen from Septembe

last year and who joined as a Full Member.

MD

S
Heo T

(Please bear in mind that Observer time is voluntarily given. May we suggest
that you offer a £10 contribution toward their running costs?)

16

Volume 6 Issue 3

Develop your Riding with Pecart

This is a bi-monthly newsletter issued free of chargeembers of The Peterborough Advanced Motorcyclists Gruparitable group
affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists, Group.R249. The content does not necessarily reflect theigohnd aims of either the
IAM or PECAM .



| Wanna Be Your Hero

An Email around the PECAM Group asked if any onated to join a motorcycle

ride through Wootton Bassett in support of the Maoghof Afghan Soldiers. Know-
ing Wootton Bassett, near Swindon, quite well beeamy parents used to live thefe,
this offer was immediately attractive.

The adventure all started on Facebook. An eighyeanold girl suggested that a
few of her friends could join her on a ride throlylootton Bassett to honour the
town for the way they pay their respects to eveeynier of the armed forces whose
body is repatriated through the Lyneham airbase.

One or two other bikers wanted to join them andwhele thing took off like wild-

fire. Suddenly it looked as though 2000 bikershhiget involved. A plan was de-
vised to congregate at Leigh Delamere Servicebeim4, to ride through Wooottgn
Bassett at a respectable speed and then continzetiom Lyneham airbase where the
money raised would be donated to the Mothers ohafgSoldiers Charity.

Some form of identification would be required td ga to the airbase so a Websit
was put in place where interested riders couldstegitheir name and address, the
bike, their Email address and their pillion’s naamel address.

1172
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The numbers continued to grow and eventually thiesite was closed to new regis
trations at 10331 bikes and over 14,000 riderdyding pillions). The RAF said
they could not accommodate so many bikes on Lynekhith is an operational
airbase and the whole plan was changed.

Hullavington, an old airbase, was chosen as thegstaw point for bikers to assemble

and instead of reassembling at Lyneham, we weredatskdisperse after passing One hour per month would help

though Wootton Bassett. A route was publishedthad, as the implications of

10,000 bikes descending on to the access roadmbd airbase were realised, the Rendezvous
registered riders were asked to “Check in” onlind aelect their arrival time using . . . .
the Website. This was divided into one hour siots as each person registered the Social Rides Social Evening
number of places in the chosen slot was reduce fhe initial allocation of 2000. 2nd & 4th Sundays 3rd Tuesday 7:30pm
chicheIIhelflt Bz;ldelr(stosnhthe BMW Aé;_en:fs in Peter{:jcg}mlh;ad firDst pickeid upK_on this 09:00 for 09.30 exit

rough Facebook. She was coordinating group&lefs from Doncaster, Kings :
Lynn, BMW Balderston and TAZ motorcycle agency gtétborough. She knew qf The Admiral Wells
60 people committed to the ride. Mothering SunddlyyMarch dawned. This was &n Tesco Superstore Holme
auspicious date in view of the sentiments of tHe.ril arrived at Peterborough Sef- (Car park A Zone F)
vices at 07:30 to find a number of bikes alreadyeatled. Asking around, it was Hampton, Peterborough
apparent that riders had booked onto a range @f $iots.




The first ride out of each month held on the second Sunday during
Apr to Oct , which has become known as “the long ride”, i.e. 150/250
miles plus, will be split into two groups depending on how many turn
up. The first group will be a more progressive ride only open to full
members. The second group will be lead by a full member but at a
more relaxed pace for associates and full members. The destination
will be the same however.

The second ride of the month, held every fourth Sunday, will be a
shorter distance, 40/100 miles max. This will be open to full members,
associates, friends and invited guests. Again depending on how many
turn up the group could be split up, but there will be no progressive or
slower group. Again the destination will be the same for both groups.
Any rider who has not passed their IAM test will be placed behind a
full member, in doing so they will be able to learn from their experi-
ence and see how becoming a full member and acquiring the road
craft skills can improve your ride. “You will not be lectured about your
riding, but please don’t be afraid to ask any questions or advice from a
full member.

Runs will leave Tesco’s at 0930am sharp

During the Winter months (Nov to Mar), the “long run” will be of re-
duced length and similar to the 4th Sunday ride. With the expectation
of fewer riders, it may not be necessary to divide the ride into groups.

Runs will leave Tesco’s at 1000am sharp

Every month there will be an Observer ride only. This will be at a
higher level of riding that all observers should find well within their ca-
pabilities, these rides will be used to fine tune riding skills and debate
will be encouraged. This will be introduced in 2010 with information
and dates to follow.

Ron Coleman
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Although 12:00 till 13:00 had been the preferredetj several people like me had found
that slot already fully subscribed and later sle¢se selected.

| offered to lead and having established that mdsts preferred to ride at around the
national speed limit, give or take 10%, seven bikihk two pillions set off at around
07:45. This gave us ample time for a leisurely & ride.

My plan, having constructed a route using GarmiigpSource, was to use the faster A
Roads to get well on the way and then to switcéntaller B roads for the final ap-
proach. This took into account the fact that aival the roads would be jammed solid
with bikes and an offbeat route might just avoid tjueues.

All went according to plan, using the A605 and A#ading for the Northampton Ring
Road. Most riders kept into a sort of formatiothaligh this was not as tight or as dis-
ciplined as on an IAM ride. An occasional blastdne of the sports bike riders just to
show what they could do did not disrupt the gentoal.

Circumnavigating Northampton, the bright yellowdniph Triple pulled ahead of me
and after a couple of miles directed us into aghetation. This surprised me as | had
expected everybody to be fully fuelled up from ¢ert. However it transpired that
most of the group had come from Kings Lynn, leavahgome ungodly hour and this
was near the end of their tank range.

The guy on the Triple was a lorry driver and heidied to lead the group as he knew
the roads. This turned out to be a poor decistomeathen used the route that he took
with his lorry which was pretty boring on a bik8o we proceeded on the A43, M40
and A420 around Oxford to the boundary of Swindawifg missed out on the oppor-
tunity to take the B4031 and the A361 which wouddn been much more fun.

We stopped again near Swindon for more fuel, therBerough contingent were now
getting low and we had been warned that petrabstainear Wootton Bassett would be
overwhelmed with riders needing fuel.

At the Swindon Ring Road | took over the lead arrded down the A419 towards
Junction 15 of the M4. The recommended route wasders from the East to leave
the motorway here and go around the North of Swind&e passed streams of bikes
using the approved route heading up the otherdfitlee A419.

Undaunted, | joined the M4 on the basis that if ntiilses were going the other way, it
should be fairly quiet going the “obvious” way. Waeve started to appreciate the local
support with people on the bridges waving to ubeylwill have been disappointed at
the small number of bikes as most had gone thecapgdrroute. Similarly the numer-
ous Police ANPR and speed cameras would have hagttday.



Arriving at Junction 17, less than a mile from Huwihgton, we encountered the bikes
coming from the South and the West. The road wihef bikes all going at a snails pace
but everybody was in good spirits, very tolerard aaurteous as we edged forward 50
yards at a time and soon we were at the entranttetairfield. There was just as much
traffic coming from the other direction so my origl plan to arrive from that direction
might not have fared any better and | felt justifie my instant change of plan to utilise
Junction 17.

Slowly negotiating the half mile from J17 to Hullaungton Airbase

As we entered the airfield, two streams of bike®gag out into about 10 lanes where we
were relieved of our £5 registration fee and issuigll a commemorative wristband and
were then funnelled on to the runway. The previpissued plan that we would be sem-
bled into batches on the runway based on our peafesiot seemed to have gone bythe
board and instead we appeared to be lined up sit1€aabreast with no indication

how the departure system would work.

sports bikes on the front of the stand which people showed a lot
of interest in.

I would like to pass on the IAM’s thanks to the Pecam members
who gave up part of their weekend to help make the event a suc-
cess.

c

RIDE OUT WEEKENDS OPEN TO ALL FULL MEMBERS

Hi Everybody,

| am looking at putting together 2 separate weekend trips
for this year with a one night stay over in a biker friendly B&B or small
hotel, | have a list of accommodation.

The first weekend would start on the Saturday morning leaving Hamp-
ton at 9 am and would be covering up to 250mls getting there. | would
make the route as interesting as | can and would book our evening
meal in advance. Pillions would be very welcome. The groups would
be 6 bikes Max if there's enough interest | would make up 2 groups
and arrange another ride leader.

The second weekend would be to a very advanced level of riding and
there will be one group with a limit of 5 Bikes only, you will need to be
assessed before being allowed on this trip.

If your interested in any of the above | need to know ASAP | can then
firm up some dates.

E-mail or phone me. (see back page).

You will have to pay up front for these trips.
Dates that | have free are July 3-4 Aug 14-15 Aug 28-29 Sept 25-
26 Oct 16-17
Ron Coleman

PS

I will be putting a trip together for June of 2011 to France which has
to be booked by Oct, details will follow If you like the sound of this
speak to me.
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with good weather. The surprising thing | found was that most
people appeared to have travelled a fair distance to attend the
show, with only a few people from the Peterborough area. This,
to be fair, is based on the people that came onto the IAM stand,
which was kept fairly busy right through the show from late
Saturday morning until late on, on the Sunday afternoon. Al-
though most people were looking for information, it was pleasant
to hear that visitors felt that the £139 fee for the Skills for Life
package was good value for money. Nobody thought it was ex-
pensive and not good value. It also helped that the police had
sent several people down from the Bike Safe stand , telling them
that the IAM advanced riding course was what they should look
at to develop their riding technique. Although we only signed up
a couple of people on the day, not local unfortunately, the event
appeared to be successful with a lot of interest which should
bring in members in the long run. Not bad as the IAM did not
have to pay for the stand. It was also beneficial to put a couple
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My Entrance Pass and Commemorative Wrist Band

You would not believe what an assembly of 10,0¢@biooks like. You could not
really appreciate it from ground level. Imagine aile runway with bikes tightly
packed in and lined up 16 abreast along the wieolgth. There was a bright yellow
helicopter on site which occasionally took off vilat low level along the whole
length of the assembled bikes and then did a doefiere returning to the ground.
Flags were being sold and many of us paid the £2158 flag, a stick and two cable
ties to proudly attach them to our bikes. Thereawlés fast food vans doing a roar-
ing trade and, impressively, sufficient portaloogood, clean condition so that there
were no queues to use them.

Having walked some considerable distance to the doal meandered my way back,
| stopped to talk to a lady who had a uniformedliiebear strapped to her screen.
Her daughter is serving in the Medical Corps integistan and she was delighted
with the support the bikers were giving to the sisl



Just a few of the 10,000 bikes supporting the AfgmaHeroes

On returning to my bike, | found that my companitasl disappeared. The line my
bike was in had been called forward for dispatchounted up and moved forward

but, too late, | had missed my place. It took haohour before | finally reached the
despatch point and | was finally led out at 14:8fy companions got away at 13:45).

The ride along the back roads to Wootton Bassettfauatastic. Every house, farm,
village and pub had people outside cheering, waaimdjclapping. This was amaz-
ing when you consider that bikes had been paskimogigh for nearly 4 hours and
there were still thousands more to come.

Once we entered the town, it was like Carnival Dahe streets were lined with peo-
ple also cheering, waving and clapping and holdingtheir hands for us to slap as
we rode slowly past (more of a “low fives” thantagh fives”). We passed several
landmarks which were familiar from the televisiogws broadcasts of repatriations.
All too soon we were out of the town, many biked fiked the lay-byes and side
roads either to continue soaking up the atmospievaiting for friends who had
been held back during the despatch process.

BMF 2010, Peterborough Showground

The IAM brought the mobile display unit to the Peterborough
Showground for the annual bun fest that is the BMF show.

While much of the show revolved around what can only be de-
scribed as ‘biker gear’, although | know of no self respecting
biker who would wear some it, it had to be said that there were
some reasonable bargains about, if you looked hard enough.

Fortunately the IAM stand was near the motorcycle manufactur-
ers stands which was a better area to be based. There was an
IAM team of 10 people for both the Saturday and Sunday, as
IAM riders were leading demo rides for BMW and Kawasaki
around the local countryside. This obviously gives the IAM the
higher profile that it is trying to develop. The overall turn out was
good, particularly on the Saturday, with both days being blessed
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GROUP RIDING
Sunday club ride outs are a very important social event which bring
people together. Riding together and talking about the ride when you
stop for coffee adds to the experience and for those that have not tried
it, you are missing out but there are some rules which you have to
abide by.
Not everybody can ride in a group, it does need a certain amount of
discipline and sometimes patience but when it goes right it's a great
feeling seeing all the bikes snaking along the road.
When riding in a group its best to keep the 2 second rule when follow-
ing to give you that extra thinking time. If you are on a motorway, dual
carriage way or wide straight road you should stager your position one
to the offside one to the nearside, when the road narrows you should
take up your position to give yourself the best view ahead. This is
where IPSGA comes in to play. Do not follow the bike in front of you
thinking if he can get round the bend then | can. Always ride within
your comfort zone remember the further you get towards the back of
the group the faster it will be. When you get to a town close up and if
its safe to do so, go 2 abreast. | tend to allow overtaking within the
group as long as its done with care and safety in mind. There is always
going to be someone slower so be patient and overtake without scar-
ing the life out of the rider in front of you. With these thoughts in mind
everyone will have a safe, enjoyable ride. | hope to see more of you on
the Sunday rides. Give it a try.

Ron
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All'in all this was an excellent day, with bikensdaresidents showing remarkably
good humour, consideration and patience. It uasavery worthwhile effort. To
date over £102,300 has been raised and the figwtdlirising. Gift Aid will in-
crease the figure and a DVD of the bikes is on &al€5. A song has been written
and recorded and can be downloaded for £1 andh@ped that this will reach the
top of the charts.

| visited my parents in a Care Home in Swindométs Mother's Day after all) and
then | returned home by reversing my previouslypéd outbound route. This took
me through Highworth on the A361 where | refuelled then through the towns of
Lechlade and Burford before taking the B4031 actoske A43 and then the usual
major roads home. Six miles from home, | ran naiio. Where | had hoped to put
the bike away clean and dry it was now coveredthiralayer of mud. Apparently

it had been raining all day at home. The sun vimgowisly shining on the righteous
on the ride.

Roy Turner



REGION 7 MEETING
Dunston Hall, Norwich, April 10" 2010-04-29

Pecam are part of Region 7 of the IAM which runs from Kent up to the
Humber, including London and has about 30 member groups. Regional
meetings are held to co-ordinate and standardise training etc and as a
means of sharing best practice between the groups. The meeting started
with a presentation from Simon Best, the IAM’s Chief Executive,
about ways in which the 1AM is starting to have a higher profile,
what actions they will take to further develop their profile and ways in
which they can bring greater benefit to the membership. The full
presentation will be available once the other regions have seen it,
but in summary it was as follows.

: The IAM have had several adverts in the national press
(Daily Mail and Telegraph) and with their developing rela-
tionship with the press are starting to be asked about driving
and riding issues.

Need the membership to utilise the web site more particu-
larly in relation to any polls that appear. The BBC quote
polls where 1000+ people have replied.
IAM Surety insurance now covers 19 to 79 year olds and is
proving more attractive as information is gathered through
the scheme on accident levels. If it proves IAM members
are less likely to have accidents underwriters will decrease
the cost.
Sold 7,100 Skills for Life Packages last year, 2010 target is
8,900
Group marketing is having a positive effect, so members should take
full advantage of it. The key issue is to develop membership bene-
fits to include such areas as
Bike clothing
Bike servicing
Tracker device
General merchandising
Holidays and flights
Cheap airport car parking
There is a need to standardise contact after SFL is sold as it varies
greatly from club to club. A year is not unknown! Obviously this is
unacceptable to the IAM, who will start to allocate SFL associates to

the clubs that follow up quickly. Overall the meeting was useful with
a lot of discussion about how to standardise training and observing
standards, much of which, | am glad to say, Pecam already has in
hand.

Trevor Gallivan

Hog Roast at the Admiral Wells

We had one of our most successful events for a long time on Tues-
day 18™ May, with our inaugural Hog Roast when 52 people turned
up. Particularly encouraging was the fact several non members
turned up expressing an interest in joining our merry band.
It certainly
helped that we
had a beautiful
sunny evening
which brought
out members
and visitors on
their motorcy-
cles. A fine dis-
play of which
was to be seen
in the pub car
park. A few
members of the
Sawtry bike club
had come along
following an in-
vitation from Ron Coleman to find out what we get up to. | did try to
give them an overview but they were more interested in the Hog
Roast they were devouring. The roast provided by the pub | thought
was excellent value and would certainly be happy to have another
one later in the year. An added bonus was being able to raise a few
more coppers for club funds thanks to Mike Dawson’s wife Jackie
selling the meal tickets and Cindy Boyden'’s sterling work organising
the raffle.

PECAM Observer was edited by Short Straw



