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This is a bi-monthly newsletter issued free of charge to members of  The Peterborough Advanced Motorcyclists Group, a charitable group 
affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists, Group No.7249. The content does not necessarily reflect the policies and aims of either the 
IAM or PECAM . 
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Best wishes for the coming year , and let’s look forward to good 
weather for the coming bike season. Ron Coleman has been busy 
plotting routes for the Sunday ride outs, but if there is anywhere in par-
ticular you would like to go, visit, or a particular route you would like to 
follow, let Ron know and we’ll incorporate it into the schedule. 
 
The key for the year is for everyone to enjoy a trouble free, safe year, 
so it is worth noting, that given the recent bad weather we have  ex-
perienced there is a likelihood of a significant increase in the  
number of pot holes on the roads. 
 
Ride to the system and enjoy the year. 
 

Ride safely 



3 

 

Tuesday 16th February 
at the 

The Talbot, Stilton 
Guest Speaker is Dave Stewart 

 
 
Dave Stewart is a well established professional photographer from 
Stamford. He is an experienced photographic judge and lecturer with 
an extensive knowledge of digital photography and photo editing  
software. 
 
Dave specialises in Action Sports Photography, particularly  
photographs of rapidly moving subjects in challenging surroundings. 
 
During his talk, Dave will illustrate techniques used to capture high 
quality images of sports subjects. These techniques are particularly 
applicable to motorcycles as they apply not only to stationary subjects 
but moving subject from both static and moving platforms. 
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The annual dinner has been rearranged and moved to the 

new date of Saturday 6th of February. The good news is that 

the group has decided to subsidise the event, so that the cost 

will now be a mere £20 per head. Come along and support 

your club, enjoy a marvellous evening of fine dining, and witty  

banter. 

 

Cheques should be made payable to “Pecam Social Account”  

and either given to a committee member or sent to 

 

    Trevor Gallivan 

    18 Bentinck Road 

    Newark 

    NG24 4HT 

 

There are a limited number of places, so make sure you are 

not disappointed and reserve your place as soon as possible. 

Menu is on Page 6 

Please let me know your menu selection by 27th January. 

Thanks in advance.  

Trevor Gallivan 
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Saturday 6th February 
at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Only £20 per head 
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Rutland Harley Christmas Run 
 
Sunday 13th December 2009 
It was a bit damp and chilly on Sunday morning at 9:15am when I and 
the Blue Wonder set off for Uppingham. Ah! "click" heated grips on 
and then some nice warm pinkies. Shame I couldn't turn off the rain . 
 
The rain soon stopped leaving wet roads and poor visibility due to 
spray and the low angle of the sun. But never mind it's December and 
the ride is all in a good cause. In my top box is a present for the  
Amazon children's ward at Peterborough District Hospital (PDH). 
 
A bit of a boring run really as I go out past Holme, then join the A1 and 
buzz up to the A47 and down the A6003 to Sycamore HD in  
Uppingham. The roads start to dry out and the sun is really bright. 
 
I arrived in Uppingham at 10:15am and had a look around. Lots of 
bikes especially Harleys. Not surprising really as it’s a HOG event. 
There are some other makes represented, a new Deauville, a Berg-
man superscoot, a Bandit, a Blackbird an old BSA but mainly Harleys 
of course. 
 
There are also 4 "boys in blue" although in this case they are in  
florescent GREEN. Quite a loud GREEN.10:30am ish and we set off. 
There are more than 100 of us all together and with the help of the 
Fluorescent Plod (FP) we fill the road. Not quite Rocket Ron speeds 
more like 30/40mph. Plenty of time to take in the views (wet - it show-
ered again). Love these heated grips. Wonderful they are. 
 
We trundle along the A47 then turn off onto the A43 with Travelling  
Marshall's (HOG calls them "Road Captains") and FP blocking the  
roundabouts and junctions. 
 
The trip took in Oundle after we joined the A427 and entered Peter-
borough via the A605 to avoid the Parkways. A good idea with a  
maximum speed of 50 mph. 
Oundle was fun because the FP stopped the traffic and we all went 
through the red lights. 
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A regroup break took place in a lay-by just past Nottcuts. The bikes  
completely filled the lay-by but someone in a 4x4 had to get out of a 
farm gate of course. Half a dozen bikes get moved out of the way 
and the 4x4 disappears. Ah! it's time for us to move. I can tell that 
because of the noise of Harleys being started. A 100 plus Harley's 
on "standard" exhausts is hard to ignore. All clear of the lay-by and 
then off we wiz through Peterborough under FP escort. The route 
takes us along the A605, then London Road and along the A15 for a 
bit aiming for the rear entrance to PDH. 
 
A lot of people wave at us, all polite as far as I can tell. We go 
straight through all the red lights and the roundabouts adding just  
a little bit more chaos to the crazy Sunday Christmas Shopping  
Experience, especially past Queensgate. Long queues for the car 
parks. Mental note "If it's that busy, forget your Christmas Shopping 
plan for today". Much more fun on the bike! 
 
We arrived at PDH around 12:15pm as planned, just in time for a 
heavy shower of rain and a hot drink with biscuits. Lovely! 
The HOG organisers have some formal photos taken and hand over 
the presents while we drink hot chocolate, tea or coffee. I keep clear 
of the formal photos of course because it wasn't a PECAM event. I 
have a chat with various people including one of the FP from  
Northhampton. He was a tall bloke, must have had a good foot over 
me. I thought he was standing on a step at first. After finding one or 
two other people to bore with idle chat I organise myself for a trip 
home to get some food and to wash  the bike, which it really needs. 
 
Just I was departing a young lad aged about 10, who was obviously 
a  patient, appears. He's soon sat on a Harley with a jacket and an 
enormous grin. It certainly cheered him up. 
 
Was it worth it? Yes you bet. Lots of presents delivered and at least 
one young lad with a big grin. Should we organise such an event? 
Yes, if we don't already! 
 
Dave 
The Blue Wonder 
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PECAM Observer was edited by Short Straw 

Bikers Retreat 
 
The annual pilgrimage to Wales is an event many of the group look 
forward to but as always when riding a motorcycle there are lessons 
to be learned 
 
Lessons Learnt 
 
I was tired by the mid- afternoon of an all day run around twisty hills 
in Wales and my concentration was slipping; I had lost my “flow”.  I 
wanted to head for home but,  as all the others were pressing on, I 
decided to join them.  Soon afterwards  I realised I hadn’t secured 
my helmet or re-inserted my earplugs,  sure signs of being tired.   My 
neck was sore from wind pressure so I lifted my  screen, which also 
reduced wind noise.   Riding into the sun I was looking through flare 
from two plastic surfaces.  Initially the traffic was heavy and overtak-
ing was tricky.   I was hot and sticky. 
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To keep alert and to stay with the group I threw myself into my rid-
ing.  I attacked the road with more aggression than precision.  At a 
high speed and well cranked over in a sweeping left hand turn, the 
corner tightened and I overran into the opposing lane with very  little 
visibility ahead.  Luckily there was no oncoming traffic.  Another biker 
following me was momentarily drawn into my line.  No harm was done 
this time.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’ve re-learnt these lessons: 
 

-           Ride your own ride, especially when riding as a group. 
-           The early signs of tiredness are there to help you.  Listen            

 to them. 
-           Expecting to ride at your limit when tired is unrealistic and 

 dangerous. 
 

Andy McManus has a phrase which nicely captures what hap-
pened.  As he says, “ I ran out of talent”.  And as Clint Eastwood once 
said, “a good man knows his limits”.  On this occasion, yes, I was feel-
ing lucky. 
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WHAT HAPPENED TO THE YELLOW BUCKET? 

 
Where did it come from? 

 
Was it responsible for 
Ron’s laddered Lycra? 

 
 
 
 
Has Ron come up with a nice 
little earner for those days off? 
Is he getting extra pocket 
money? 

The Hairy Bikers build up a bit of 
dust for Ron’s new bike washing 
venture 

Colin seems to be in on 
the secret. Or is he just 
pleased to be in charge 
of the yellow bucket! 

Neighbours were heard com-
plaining about the queues for 
Ron’s little earner 
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S.E.R.V. 
‘the Blood Runners’ 

 
S.E.R.V., or Service by Emer-
gency Rider Volunteers are 
probably best known as the 
Blood Runners were guest 
speakers at Pecam’s  
November social night. They 
are a charitable organisation 
that delivers blood products to 
the emergency and accident 
hospitals across Southern 
England. 

Manned by volunteer motorcyclists and drivers who give their time and 
petrol to do their bit using their bike and cars to help others who have 
need of emergency supplies. At present from Kent across to 
Hampshire and north to Northampton are covered. Discussion has  
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taken place regarding the possibility of opening up in Cambridgeshire, 
but at present nothing has been decided, due to the number of volun-
teers required to start up a new branch, because not only riders are 
required but back room volunteers to co-ordinate the runs. When a 
delivery is arranged a rider is given a route to follow for the delivery, 
and is in regular touch with the base office, so that  the receiving hos-
pital is kept up to date with the delivery. Obviously it is important that 
these products are delivered on time due to the urgency with which 
they are required. 

Two members of the Herts and Beds group kindly gave up an evening 
to come and tell us about how SERV worked and what was required in 
setting up a group. Everyone who attended was impressed with the 
way SERV carried out their role, and the fact they are volunteers 
working for free, saves the NHS thousands in taxi bills which is the 
standard method where SERV doesn’t operate. Any one interested in 
finding out more about the group should go to their web site 
 

www.serv.org 
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CLUB RUNS 
 

Summer Programme 
The first ride out of each month, held on the second Sunday, which 
has become known as “the long ride”, i.e. 150/250 miles plus will be 
split into two groups depending on how many turn up.  The first group 
will be a more progressive ride only open to full members.  The sec-
ond group will be lead by a full member but at a more relaxed pace for 
associates and full members.  The destination will be the same how-
ever. 
 

The second ride of the month, held every fourth Sunday, will be a 
shorter distance, 40/100 miles max.  This will be open to full members, 
associates, friends and invited guests.  Again depending on how many 
turn up the group could be split up, but there will be no progressive or 
slower group.  Again the destination will be the same for both groups.  
Any rider who has not passed their IAM test will be placed behind a 
full member, in doing so they will be able to learn from their experi-
ence and see how becoming a full member and acquiring the road 
craft skills can improve your ride.  “You will not be lectured about your 
riding, but please don’t be afraid to ask any questions or advice from a 
full member. 
 

Runs will leave Tesco’s at 0930am sharp 
 

Winter Programme 
During the Winter months (Nov to Mar), the “long run” will be of re-
duced length and similar to the 4th Sunday ride.  With the expectation 
of fewer riders, it may not be necessary to divide the ride into groups. 
 

Runs will leave Tesco’s at 1000am sharp 
 

Observer Runs 
Every month there will be an Observer ride only.  This will be at a 
higher level of riding that all observers should find well within their ca-
pabilities, these rides will be used to fine tune riding skills and debate 
will be encouraged.  This will be introduced in 2010 with information 
and dates to follow. 
 

Ron Coleman 
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One hour per month would help  

Social Rides  
2nd & 4th Sundays  

  
09:30 for 10.00 exit  

 
Tesco Superstore 
(Car park A  Zone F) 

Hampton, Peterborough 

Rendezvous  

Social Evening  
3rd Tuesday 7:30pm  

 
 

The Talbot Inn 
Stilton   
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Name Role Phone E-Mail 

Colin Hall Chair  Colin@pecam.org 

Pavlo Duma Vice Chair  Pavlo@pecam.org 

Trevor Gallivan Group Secretary  Trev@pecam.org 
 

Mike Dawson Membership Secretary  Mike@pecam.org 
 

Duncan Bishop Treasurer  Duncan@pecam.org 

Brian Wingrove Skills Coordinator  Brian@pecam.org 

Andy McManus Press &Publicity  Andy@pecam.org 

Ron Coleman Ride Out Coordination  Ron@pecam.org 

    

(Please bear in mind that Observer time is voluntarily given. May we suggest 
that you offer a £10 contribution toward their running costs?) 

Recruitment 
 

 
 
The lifeblood of a group such as our own is a healthy active membership, 
something that the we need to concentrate on improving through  2010. A 
major recruitment drive is being organised for the coming months utilising 
open days, events with partners such as BikeSafe, and local press and radio. 
If you have any ideas or contacts that might be of assistance please let the 
committee know. We are keen to use any available method to help drive the 
membership forward. 


